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Despite the criticism from teachers, including
current markers, a spokesperson for the SQA
dismissed concerns, claiming that the
approach in 2024 was "consistent with
previous years'".

They added: "At Higher level, knowledge
points are expected to be detailed and used in
response to the question."

Asked if action had been taken once the SQA
realised that scores were much lower than
previous years, the spokesperson said that
they had used "well-established procedures
and considered the impact of return to full
course assessment."

They also said that grade boundaries were
"adjusted accordingly", but SQA data shows
that the organisation increased the passing
score for Higher History from 38 percent in
2023 to 53 percent in 2024.

Some markers have said that they would have
raised their concerns publicly, but are
concerned that the SQA would punish them
for doing so.

In response to this point, their spokesperson
said: "SQA has a range of appropriate channels
available for markers to provide feedback
while respecting the confidentiality of their
contracts with SQA. We welcome and value
their feedback."
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Teachers hit out at SQA
over ‘unfair’ exam
marking
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Teachers have accused the SQA of ‘moving the
goalposts’ and subjecting students to an
‘unfair’ marking process over this year’s
results for Higher History.

Hitting out after the publication of exam
results at the beginning of August, they said a
different approach to marking some questions
is behind a drop in the overall pass rate and a
steep drop in performance for individual parts
of the exam.

The SQA insists that its marking approach was
"consistent with previous years."

Recent exam results for 2024 show that the
overall pass rate for Higher History fell
significantly compared to last year. Teachers
have expressed particular concerns over the
compulsory Scottish History paper, where the
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COMPUISOTY SCOTsSN HISIOry paper, where tne
average national mark fell from 20.6 in 2023 to
15.2 in 2024 - a drop of more than 25 percent
in a single year.

According to a number of teachers with
experience of marking for the SQA, students
had to be much more specific when answering
questions than has been the case in previous
years. However, teachers themselves had not
been made aware of this change prior to the
exam, meaning that they had no opportunity
to inform students that their answers would
require more detail.

In an online post seen by The Herald, one
teacher says that the SQA “can’t keep moving
the goalposts without telling us.”

Others were critical of the way in which the
overall marking process was handled this
year, with one saying that their experience
was “awful” and another describing being
dismissed when raising concerns about the
apparently new approach.

Discussing the events that took place this year,
one teacher and marker (who spoke to The
Herald on condition of anonymity) said: “It
was a sh*t show.”

“New principal assessor and marking team.
The standard seems to be all over the place.”

On the decision to require more detailed and
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‘I'he standard seems to be all over the place.”

On the decision to require more detailed and
specific responses from students, they added:
“They were looking for so much information
for one mark. One of the examples had five
different bits of info to get the one mark.”

An individual who has held senior positions
with the SQA said that the steep fall in average
scores and pass rates “is honestly criminal”.
They argued that it is “very clear that there
has been a big change in the standard
required this year, especially in the Scottish
paper.”

READ MORE

e Exam attainment gaps at record levels
as pass rates fall

* Scottish exam results turmoil as pupils
get blank emails

¢ Does an SQA by any other name work
the same?

The SQA has already faced criticism for its
handling of 2024 exam results after overall
pass rates fell while attainment gaps rose to
record levels. On results day, an IT failure also
meant that thousands of students initially
received results emails that were blank.




