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Purpose of the Qualification 
The proposal is in response to the interest received from schools to add National Progression Awards to their 
curriculum, providing additional learning options for students in addition to our National Courses and contribute 
towards Scottish Governments emphasis to provide learners with the opportunities to develop their skills, 
knowledge, motivation and behaviours to live sustainable lifestyles. 
 
 

Sector Review 
Click here to access Sector Uptake 2019-20.  
 

The proposal aligns with Scottish Governments commitment to improve Scotland’s environment and developing 
knowledge and understanding of sustainability.   
 
Climate Change Policy 
The Scottish Government Climate Change Plan sets out how our nation will move towards a low carbon economy 
that will help to deliver sustainable economic growth and create a greener, fairer and healthier Scotland by 2032. 
The briefing attached provides a summary of how the theme of climate change is addressed in Scottish education. 
 
The Scottish curriculum, and education system, also have a crucial role to play and provide learners with many 
opportunities to develop the skills, capabilities, attributes, knowledge, motivation and behaviours to live sustainable 
lifestyles as informed and committed global citizens. Principally, Learning for Sustainability is an entitlement for all 
learners within Scotland's curriculum and all education practitioners are expected to reflect the principles of 
Learning for Sustainability within their practice as set out in the Vision 2030 Report and The General Teaching 
Council for Scotland Professional Standards. 
 
COP 26 
COP26 was the 26th United Nations Climate Change Conference and was held at the SEC Centre in Glasgow from 
31 October to 13 November 2021. Among the participants were world leaders, ministers, negotiators, as well as 
representatives of civil society, business, international organisations, and the media. Following COP26, the 
Qualification Manager aligned to Geography has seen an increase in enquiries about climate change in our 
qualifications, suggesting that the conference could have raised awareness and interest regarding climate change 
in the curriculum and in qualifications. 
 

Impact on Existing Provision 
 

The introduction of the National Progression Awards supports SQAs Learning for Sustainability which is a whole-
school approach that enables the school and its wider community to build the values, attitudes, knowledge, skills 
and confidence needed to develop practices and take decisions which are compatible with a sustainable and 
equitable society. 
 
If the proposal is welcomed by BCG members, there may be potential to develop National Progression Awards at 
SCQF Level 5 and 6 to meet further demand received from schools, colleges, training providers and local authority.  
This would allow progression from lower levels but also broaden delivery to colleges and training providers who 
have already expressed interest with Business Development colleagues.  A scoping would need to be carried out to 
qualify and quantify demand and establish content development requirements, given that the units are no longer 
part of the National Courses at this level and not updated at RNQ.    
 
The introduction of National Progression Awards will primarily be used to enhance and support students who are 
already studying National 3 and 4 in Geography and/or Environmental Science. For students who do not wish to 
study Geography or Environmental Science, the National Progression Awards can also be used as a standalone 
course. Consequently, it may motivate them to study Geography and/or Environmental Science in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 


















