	SQA’s validation criteria

	1. The qualification conforms to the SQA design rules and principles and other technical requirements which are current at the time of its validation.



	2. There is a demonstrable need for the qualification which fills a gap in the qualifications framework and makes a valuable and unique contribution to SQA’s portfolio of qualifications.



	3. The qualification is accessible to all candidates who could potentially achieve it.



	4. The qualification requires a candidate to demonstrate significant, achievable outcomes in a recognised curricular or vocational area.



	5. The qualification is coherent and its title accurately reflects its content.

	Graded Units (HN only) - The content meets the aims of the Group Award to which it contributes. 




